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Project Description
Strutt & Parker (Farms) Ltd has recently developed the fi rst of many Green Woodland 
Burial Grounds in conjunction with Chelmsford City Council near their farm at Old 
Park Farm.  

ELD provided expertise in both the design of the burial centre to gain planning 
approval, taking the scheme forward to fulfi l the aspirations set out by the wider 
public, as a beautiful, peaceful, inspirational place of spiritual contemplation, where 
the dead become united and entwined with the natural systems of decay and 
regrowth in the fauna and fl ora that can benefi t the living.  The cycle of life has been 
encapsulated within the surroundings and the four seasons, to create a sense of 
place and belonging. 

Pam Ayres sums this up beautifully in her Woodland Burial poem as follows:

Don’t lay me in some gloomy churchyard shaded by a wall
Where the dust of ancient bones has spread a dryness over all,
Lay me in some leafy loam where, sheltered from the cold
Little seeds investigate and tender leaves unfold.
There kindly and aff ectionately, plant a native tree
To grow resplendent before God and hold some part of me.
The roots will not disturb me as they wend their peaceful way
To build the fi ne and bountiful, from closure and decay.
To seek their small requirements so that when their work is done
I’ll be tall and standing strongly in the beauty of the sun.

The design encapsulated the following:
• A strategy of planting using appropriate native and semi native trees, shrubs 

and ground cover species, that will create a ‘landscape for all seasons’ in an 
Arboretum style of layout, avoiding a pure palette of native species.

• A well maintained, natural eff ect is desired, with meadow ‘eff ects’ across much 
of the site, but with more fl owers and less grass. 

Project Particulars
Client: Strutt & Parker Farms
Landscape Architect: ELD
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Detailed CAD drawing to show the 
Woodland Burial Ground Layout as part 
of the construction package.
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The existing fi eld before development, taken from the site entrance.

Winter, Spring, Summer & Autumn.....


